[Clinical evaluation of primary position upbeat nystagmus].
Primary position upbeat nystagmus is a vertical nystagmus presenting in the primary position. However, cases of primary position upbeat nystagmus have rarely been reported. We evaluated the locations of lesions and pathogenesis in 11 patients with primary position upbeat nystagmus. The lesions were located mostly in the median portion of the cerebellum and medulla oblongata. In 7 out of 11 patients, intracranial lesions were identified by computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging. They were located in the median portion of the cerebellum and medulla oblongata except for one adult patient with astrocytoma. The etiologies were 4 tumors, 3 intracranial vascular disorders, 2 Wernicke encephalopathies, 1 congenital anomaly, and 1 inflammation. The lesions were located mostly in the median portion of the cerebellum and medulla oblongata, and especially in the cerebellum in children. The main etiologies were tumors in children and vascular disorders and Wernicke encephalopathy in adults.